
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COOK COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 

 

Grand Marais, Minnesota 

October 18, 2016 
 

The Board met in regular session this 18th day of October, 2016, at the Courthouse in Grand Marais, 

Minnesota. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. with the following members present: Commissioners 

Doo-Kirk, Gamble, Moe, Storlie, and Sivertson.  Absent:  None.  

Also present were, County Administrator Jeff Cadwell, Auditor-Treasurer Braidy Powers, County 

Attorney Molly Hicken, and Office Support Specialist Bev Wolke.   

 

County Board Chair Doo-Kirk led the Commissioners in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Motion was made by Sivertson, seconded by Storlie, and carried by unanimous vote to approve the 

agenda for the meeting as amended.  

 

No citizens appeared for the Public Comment portion of the meeting.  

 

The Board considered the consent agenda consisting of numerous items that the Board may approve 

as a whole. County Board Chair Doo-Kirk asked if any Commissioner wanted to remove any items 

from the consent agenda.  

 
A. Claims  

B. Permission to proceed with Plat 

C. Donation 

 

Motion was made by Moe, seconded by Sivertson, and approved to accept the consent agenda, 

including the adoption of the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION # 2016-74 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following claims totaling $473,677.65 having been audited and found to 

be true and correct claims against Cook County, are approved and the Auditor-Treasurer is hereby 

authorized to draw warrants in payment of said claims: 
 

             Revenue Fund 

  A T O M  50.00 

Ambrosen/Beth  200.00 

Arrowhead Regional Corrections  24,007.67 

Barton/John  791.16 

BCA - CJDN  390.00 

Beckwith/David  400.00 

Blue Water Cafe LLC  1,485.30 

Bucks Hardware Hank  234.75 

BUGLIOSI/MARCY  160.00 

C D W Government  510.55 

Cook County Home Center  22.58 

Costley & Morris, PC  1,900.46 

D S Solutions Inc  305.50 

Delich/Debra  109.35 

Dell Marketing L P  10,333.31 

Ditmanson/Janet  125.00 

Fairview University Medical Center  851.60 

G & G Septic LLC  480.00 

Grand Marais Auto Parts  19.38 

Hasegawa/Duane  125.00 

 



IDENTISYS  370.71 

Jay Carlson Excavating  1,460.00 

Johnsons Foods  765.68 

Keepers Inc  1,841.99 

Lake County Sheriff  7,450.00 

Lakeland Pathology P A  810.81 

Law Office of Bill L Thompson  120.00 

M R Sign Co Inc  26.17 

MN - BCA MN JIS Section/State of  145.00 

MN BCA  375.00 

MN Counties Intergov't Trust  60.00 

MN Dept Of Human Services  27.79 

MN Forest Resources Partnership  20.35 

Nesgoda Services LLP  80.00 

North Shore Health  48.00 

North Shore Waste  237.00 

Pace Analytical Services Inc  66.85 

PIERCE RICHARDS LAW OFFICE  2,064.00 

Pomp’s Tire Service Inc 1,839.76 

Recovery Systems Co Inc  1,583.56 

RELX Inc DBA Lexis Nexis  579.89 

SCHRUPP/CHRISTOPHER  111.00 

Sivertson/Judy  38.62 

Superamerica  32.72 

Voyageur Canoe Outfitters  5,761.70 

Watkins/Rowan  576.08 

Weitz/Timothy  75.00 

Wiinanen/James 836.00 

Building Fund 

 C R Building Performance Specialists  3,740.00 

Airport 

 Cook County Home Center 43.45 

G & G Septic LLC 125.00 

K G M Contractors Inc 174,045.24 

North Shore Waste 140.40 

R S & H, Inc 27,500.00 

YMCA 

 E S C Systems 74.63 

Road & Bridge 

 Astech Corp  52,479.00 

Betts/David  144.96 

Bucks Hardware Hank  0.26 

Compass Minerals America  27,105.37 

Cook County Home Center  27.86 

Cook County News Herald Inc  100.63 

Edwin E Thoreson Inc  1,800.00 

Enco Manufacturing  83.41 

Erickson Engineering Co LLC  7,145.00 

Fastenal Company  185.14 

G & K Services  124.44 

Grainger Inc  104.13 

Grand Marais Auto Parts  67.58 

Higgins, Westley  12.00 

Highway Products, Inc.  12,680.99 



JAMAR Technologies, Inc.  2,525.59 

L H B Engineers & Architects Inc  2,173.50 

Lake Superior College  3,775.00 

LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA CITIES 364.26 

M R Sign Co Inc  889.31 

M S A Professional Services, Inc.  10,200.00 

Midwest Division-PetroChoice  2,139.48 

Mike Rose Excavating  480.00 

Myers Tire - Des Moines #15  1,333.67 

Northern Engine & Supply Inc  49.76 

Northern Safety Co Inc  31.70 

Northern States Supply Inc  14.95 

Northland Constructors Of Duluth LLC  14,600.00 

Nuss Truck & Equipment  293.79 

Perrin Mobile Medical  150.00 

Pomp’s Tire Service Inc  580.04 

Quill Corp  49.96 

Sawyer/Charlie  12.00 

Sonju Two Harbors LLC  375.50 

Steve’s Sports & Auto  11.38 

T H Auto Collision Repair Center  24,145.63 

Titan Machinery and Rentals  7,710.00 

Traffic Marking Service Inc  1,800.00 

VEIT & COMPANY INC 20,605.94 

WALLNER/JIM 150.00 

Ziegler Inc 1,581.41 
 

  Braidy Powers, Auditor-Treasurer, appeared before the Board to present a twenty year Revolving 

Loan for up to $75,000.00 to Mike and Teresa Chmelik for the Croftville Road Cottages; to be paid in 

increments based upon benchmarks developed by the Revolving Loan Fund Committee, the first 

benchmark being the opening of two units by the end of 2016; at an interest rate of 1% over the ten 

year Treasury bond with 2nd position mortgage on the building as collateral; all dependent on Grand 

Marias State Bank extending the reset of their loan for five years. Motion was made by Gamble, 

seconded by Storlie, and carried by unanimous vote to approve tabling the Revolving Loan Fund 

Application for Mike and Teresa Chmelik for the Croftville Road Cottages, pending clarification of 

the reset. 

 

Powers then presented an amendment to a mortgage dated January 8, 2016 between N & L Samari 

Properties LLC, Mortgagor, and Cook County, Mortgagee, to increase the not to exceed principal 

balance, that the Mortgagee will subordinate to, from $171,600.00 to $227,625.00, because in the 

year of preparation for construction the amount needed by Samari from the bank increased due to 

increased living space and the price of construction. In a commercial appraisal completed in August 

2016 the estimated market value at completion came to $350,000. Motion was made by Storlie, 

seconded by Gamble, and carried by unanimous vote to approve amending the mortgage dated 

January 8, 2016 between N & L Samari Properties LLC, Mortgagor, and Cook County, Mortgagee, to 

increase the not to exceed principal balance that the Mortgagee will subordinate to from $171,600.00 

to $227,625.00 and then to approve the subordination of the Cook County lien in the amount of 

$52,200.00 to the Grand Marais State Bank mortgage, on the same property, in the amount of 

$227,625.00, and to authorize Board Chair Doo-Kirk and Auditor Powers to sign all documents. 

Jeff Cadwell, County Administrator, appeared before the Board to present an amended market peer 

group list for the Keystone Consulting Class Comp Study. Keystone tried to comprise a list of 

comparable counties with similar seasonal impact on the county. Motion was made by Moe, seconded 

by Gamble, and carried by unanimous vote to approve the amended market peer group list for the 

Keystone Consulting Class Comp Study, with the understanding that the questions submitted by 

Gamble and Sivertson will be forwarded to Keystone. 



Todd Smith, Assessor/Land Commissioner, appeared before the Board. Smith requested the hiring of 

Robert J. Thompson for the Residential Appraiser position in the Assessor’s Office. Motion was 

made by Moe, seconded by Gamble, and carried by unanimous vote to approve the hiring of Robert J. 

Thompson for the Residential Appraiser position in the Assessor’s Office at the B32-2 Step 4.  

David Betts, County Highway Engineer, appeared before the Board to present a final payment to 

KGM Contractors, Inc for work completed on CSAH 12 Grading and Bituminous Surfacing. Motion 

was made by Sivertson, seconded by Storlie, and carried by unanimous vote to accept the CSAH 12 

Grading and Bituminous Surfacing project and authorized final payment in the amount of $96,154.50 

to KGM Contractors, Inc. 

Powers and Mike Larson, appeared before the Board to present a Revolving Loan Fund Application 

for Mike Larson and Stephan Surbaugh. Powers explained that the loan would be used to complete 

the financing of purchasing and renovating the Norshor Building located in Grand Marais by 

Larson’s and Surbaugh’s company, 47N90W Enterprises, LLC. Motion was made by Storlie, 

seconded by Moe, and carried by unanimous vote to approve a twenty-year Revolving Loan Fund for 

Mike Larson and Stephan Surbaugh, 47N90W Enterprises, LLC for purchase and remodel of the 

Norshor Building at an interest rate of 1% over a ten-year treasury bond with second position on the 

building as collateral, and to authorize Auditor Powers and Chair Doo-Kirk to sign all contracts. 

 

Doo-Kirk presented a letter from Frank Jewel, St. Louis County Commissioner, and inquired if the 

Commissioners were comfortable requesting Administrator Cadwell drafting a letter of support on the 

Wilderness Act, to put into next week’s packet for consideration of approval. Consensus was aye: 

Doo-Kirk, Moe, Sivertson, and Storlie. Nay: Gamble.  

Moe informed the Board that there would be a public listening session on the 2017 Cook County 

Proposed Budget and Levy at the Hovland Town Hall on October 20, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. Moe has also 

invited the EDA to talk about their initiatives in Cook County. 

Doo-Kirk stated there will be a Town Hall meeting October 19, 2016 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 

Commissioners’ Room at the Courthouse to talk with the public about County services.  

Gamble stated he is hosting a town hall event on Thursday, October 27, 2016 starting at 6:30 p.m. at 

the Cook County Community Center to discuss the 2017 budget.  

Commissioner Ginny Storlie stated she would like to host a Town Hall meeting in the West End of 

Cook County on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 to discuss the 2017 budget. 

 

Commissioner Moe reported that he would attend the WTIP interview on October 19, 2016. 

 

There being no further business, the Board recessed at 11:50 a.m. until a 1:00 p.m. work session. 

   

 

                                                                                  ______________________________ 

HEIDI DOO-KIRK, Chair 

Cook County Board of Commissioners 

 

_____________________________ 

ATTEST:  BRAIDY POWERS 

Auditor-Treasurer    


